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It is reported that when Charles heard of these happenings
his first remark was, *I mean to be obeyed'.1 His refusal to con-
ciliate the Scots induced them to appoint a permanent body of
commissioners, far more truly representative of Scotland than
ever her parliament had been; and henceforth this body, together
with a select committee—often called The Tables'—was the
real ruler of Scotland.
Then came the covenant—one of the most important measures
of the seventeenth century and a landmark in English as well as
Scottish history. It prevented any lasting compromise between
Charles and Scotland and became a bone of contention between
the Scots and the English and even between England's parlia-
ment and army, For fifty years it was the source of the bitterest
sectarian strife and the touchstone of political adherence.
The subscribers to the covenant swore to resist to the death
the recent innovations, which were declared to be unwarranted
by the word of God, contrary to the Reformation and to acts of
parliament, and tending to the re-establishment of popery and
tyranny, They disclaimed the: intention of attempting any-
thing that might turn to the dishonour of God or to the diminu-
tion of the king's greatness. On the contrary they promised to
uphold their sovereign, his person and authority, in defence of
the true religion and the liberties and laws of the kingdom.
Time was to prove how stoutly they sought to redeem this
pledge. Unfortunately it was also to prove the impossibility of
sustaining, at the same time, both the king's authority and the
presbyterian form of government* Loyalty to church and
loyalty to king proved incompatible, and most often the former
prevailed over the latter.
Popular subscription to the covenant was almost unanimous*
The significance of this new unity of all classes in Scotland was
not lost upon the king's advisers there, am! they at once urged
that the service book .should be abandoned, Charles, however,
refused to listen, and bitterly complained that so long as the
covenant existed he had no more power thun the doge of
Venice.*
Nevertheless he gave way for the moment, and a general
assembly was summoned to meet in November and a parliament
in the following May, The mode of election to the former, how-
ever, at once raised a fundamental issue, for it involved, not
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